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The sounds of Christmas carols, the ex-
citement of visiting Santa Claus and the
glow of holiday lights will fill downtown
Huntington on Saturday, November 28, as
the community gathers for the annual
Christmas in the City celebration. Organ-
ized by the Huntington County Chamber of
Commerce, this beloved holiday tradition
invites families to experience an afternoon
and evening filled with festive activities,
downtown shopping, entertainment and
special Christmas memories.

With free activities for children and fam-
ilies throughout downtown, Christmas in
the City offers something for everyone. Fes-
tivities will take place from 3 to 5:30 p.m.
with the afternoon beginning early at the
Huntington County History and Education
Center, 315 Court Street, where children
can decorate Christmas cookies from 1 to 3
p.m. Families can also have their pictures
taken with Snoopy before heading down-
town to enjoy the day’s activities.

One of the highlights of Christmas in the
City is the opportunity for children to meet
some of their favorite holiday characters.
Santa Claus will welcome children in the
beautifully decorated Courthouse rotunda
from 3 to 5:30 p.m. where they can share
their Christmas wishes and have their pic-
tures taken free of charge by Frederick’s
Photography. Local DJ Pat Teusch will pro-
vide festive Christmas music throughout the
afternoon. Families are encouraged to arrive
early to allow plenty of time for their Santa
visit.

Holiday characters will be found
throughout downtown including Cindy Lou
Who at Bend the Trend Boutique & Décor,
elves at The Party Shop and Buddy the Elf
and Jovie at Gracefully Gourmet. The
Grinch, Anna and Kristoff will also be mak-
ing appearances, giving children plenty of
opportunities for memorable holiday pho-
tos.

Families can enjoy riding a pony-drawn
cart with Cakepop, a small pony driven by
Tim Hadaway. Children can also enjoy
games and face painting at the 5th Parlour,

train rides at the Lake City Bank Train Sta-
tion and Christmas ornament-making activ-
ities at the Huntington Art Center.

The Huntington Art Center, located at 32
East Franklin Street, will also feature story
time with volunteers from Beacon Credit
Union and free popcorn provided by the
Faith Community Church Youth Group.
Also downtown, visitors can enjoy a live
nativity scene provided by Huntington First
Brethren Church, while Boy Scout Troop
#130 will host a fire pit on East Washington
Street where families can roast marshmal-
lows and make s’mores.

Additional photo opportunities will be
available throughout downtown, including
character cutouts, inflatables, Santa’s Sleigh
near the Courthouse and Gingerbread and
Olaf photo boards at Rotary Centennial
Park.

Children will have the opportunity to
write and send their Christmas wishes to
Santa through a special mailbox located in-
side the Meal Ministry in the third block of
downtown. Lake City Bank will provide

free hot chocolate and cookies at the Meal
Ministry, making it a perfect place to take a
break and enjoy a holiday treat.

Letters may be written at the event or
brought from home. After Christmas in the
City, letters may also be delivered to the
Huntington City-Township Public Library
or mailed to City Services, 634 Webster
Street, Huntington, IN 46750. Letters can
also be emailed to Shanon Spaulding at the
City of Huntington at shanon.spaulding-
@huntington.in.us. All letters must be re-
ceived by December 12, and each child’s
letter must include their name and mailing
address to receive a reply from Santa.

Carolers from the Huntington Theatre
Guild Act II will share the sounds of the
season throughout downtown, while Aiden
Richardson and his instrumental group will
add to the festive atmosphere with live
music.

Returning this year is the popular Walk
of Trees, an opportunity for downtown busi-
nesses  to  showcase  their  creativity  and

(Story Continued on Page 2)

Holiday magic, family fun, community celebration

Children will once again have the opportunity to visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus during
this year’s Christmas in the City. The beloved holiday couple will join the festivities at Ro-
tary Centennial Park to help illuminate the city’s Christmas tree. The tree-lighting cere-
mony will take place at 6 p.m., marking a special moment to kick off the Christmas
season and bring holiday cheer to the community.
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(Story Continued From Page 1)
spread holiday cheer throughout the com-
munity. Beginning November 28, partici-
pating businesses will display decorated
Christmas trees featuring a variety of
themes.

Community members are invited to visit
the participating businesses, admire the dis-
plays and complete a Walk of Trees entry
form for a chance to win a downtown prize
package. Visitors can also vote for their fa-
vorite business-decorated trees with prizes
awarded to the top three. The Walk of Trees
will continue through December 12, provid-
ing another reason to shop local and enjoy
the holiday spirit throughout downtown
Huntington.

As the afternoon festivities draw to a
close, the excitement will build at Rotary
Centennial Park for the arrival of Santa and
Mrs. Claus and the annual Christmas tree
lighting celebration.

Beginning at 5:40 p.m., the grand finale
will feature a festive light parade with dec-
orated HARTA bicyclists, members of the
local Jeep Club and police vehicles leading
up to Santa and Mrs. Claus arriving on a fire
truck. Glow sticks will be distributed at Ro-
tary Centennial Park to help welcome the
holiday visitors.

The evening will culminate with the
Christmas tree lighting ceremony at 6 p.m.
featuring a spectacular display of holiday
lights and musical entertainment. Visitors
can tune their radios to 87.9 FM to enjoy
Christmas music during the celebration.

Christmas in the City is more than a day
of holiday activities. It is an opportunity for
families, friends and neighbors to come to-
gether, support local businesses and cele-
brate the spirit of the season in the heart of
Huntington. Downtown shops and restau-
rants will be open, inviting visitors to
browse, dine and experience the hospitality
of the local business community while en-
joying the festivities.

The Huntington County Chamber of
Commerce is proud to recognize the spon-
sors who make possible this annual event:
Beacon Credit Union, First Federal Savings
Bank, Habitat for Humanity of GFW, Lake
City Bank, Partners 1st Federal Credit
Union, Public Service Credit Union and
Smith Furniture.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, No-
vember 28, bring the family and make plans

to spend the day downtown. From cookie
decorating and holiday characters, Christ-
mas carols and the magical glow of the
community Christmas tree, Christmas in the

City promises a wonderful celebration filled
with joy, tradition and memories to last a
lifetime.

Holiday magic, family fun, celebration continued

Chamber of Commerce to host
Holiday After Hours December 3

The holiday season is a time for celebration, friendship and making memories – and
the Huntington County Chamber of Commerce invites you to take a break from the
holiday hustle and join us for a festive late afternoon at our Holiday After Hours!

Join us on Thursday, December 3, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the beautiful Merillat Centre
for the Arts on the campus of Huntington University for an afternoon filled with
Christmas cheer, wonderful company and the magic of the season. You do not need to
be a Chamber member to attend.

One of the highlights will be the Forester Festival of Trees, featuring beautifully
decorated Christmas trees sponsored by local businesses. Proceeds from the Festival
of Trees benefit the Huntington University Women’s Volleyball team, making this a
wonderful way to celebrate the season while supporting our local community.

The holiday spirit will be everywhere you look! Take time to explore the Wilson Art
Gallery and experience the festive decorations in Zurcher Auditorium. Enjoy the
sights, sounds and warmth of Christmas in a beautiful setting right here in Huntington.

Bring your spouse, invite a friend and come ready to celebrate! Catch up with old
friends, make new connections and enjoy the company of fellow Chamber members
and community friends. With live Christmas music provided by the Chamber, deli-
cious refreshments provided by Sodexo at Huntington University and exciting door
prizes, there will be plenty of reasons to stop by and stay awhile.

Best of all, this is a free, come-and-go event! Whether you can spend just 15 min-
utes or enjoy the entire two hours, we would love to see you. Take a little time away
from the busy holiday schedule to relax, reconnect and embrace the joy of the season.

Mark your calendar for Thursday, December 3 and join the Huntington County
Chamber of Commerce, Huntington University and Sodexo at Huntington University
as we ring in the holidays together!

The photo above shows carolers entertaining the crowd at Rotary Centennial Park
prior to the tree lighting ceremony.
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Shown in the photo above, from left, are Ryan Hellinger,
president of CME Construction; Kyle Metzger, Greg Parker and
Dan Leonard, members of the Board of Aviation Commission-
ers; Mayor Richard Strick, cutting the ribbon; Tom Mettler and
Ray Bonebrake, members of the Board of Aviation Commis-
sioners and Scott Nicola, Huntington Municipal Airport manager.

Airport cuts ribbon on
new hangar October 16

Patriot Aviation and the City of Huntington celebrated the
completion of a new hangar at the Huntington Municipal Air-
port with a ribbon cutting ceremony held at 2 p.m. on Friday,
October 16. The ceremony took place at the airport, located at
1365 Warren Road in Huntington.

The new 11,000-square-foot hangar is designed to accom-
modate larger aircraft than the airport has previously been able
to serve. This addition expands the airport’s capabilities, allow-
ing it to accommodate a broader range of aircraft and better
serve the needs of pilots, aircraft owners and other aviation
customers.

For more information about the new hangar or Huntington
Municipal Airport, contact the airport at (260) 356-8515.
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Pictured above are the individuals who attended the ribbon
cutting ceremony at Rolling Thunder Truck Wash, located at
454 W. Markle Road in Huntington. Dan Boggs, owner of Dan’s
Service & Repair Inc. and Rolling Thunder Truck Wash, is pic-
tured in the center wearing a blue shirt and holding the scissors.
To his left is his mother, Sue Boggs, and to his right is Rob
Miller, president of the Huntington County Commissioners. Also
pictured are Huntington County Chamber of Commerce board
members, Ambassadors, elected officials and employees of
Dan’s Service & Repair Inc. and Rolling Thunder Truck Wash.

Rolling Thunder Truck
Wash cuts the ribbon

Rolling Thunder Truck Wash celebrated its opening with a
Huntington County Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting on
Monday, October 19. Located at 454 W. Markle Road in Hunt-
ington, the business provides specialized washing services for
semi-trucks, trailers and other large vehicles.

Rolling Thunder Truck Wash is owned and operated by Dan
Boggs, who also owns Dan’s Service & Repair Inc.

The truck wash specializes in cleaning semi-trucks and trail-
ers, asphalt and concrete trucks, van trailer washouts, dually
trucks, recreational vehicles (RVs) and campers. The business
also offers exterior washing for livestock trailers and can ac-
commodate passenger cars upon request.

“This truck wash helps those looking to have their big rigs
or pieces of equipment cleaned because the nearest place is in
Fort Wayne,” Boggs said. “Taking your vehicles to Fort Wayne
will cost you time, employee pay and then waiting in line for a
couple of hours or more to get your truck or larger piece of
equipment cleaned.”

Rolling Thunder Truck Wash is committed to providing
quality cleaning services with several features designed to pro-
tect vehicles and equipment. The facility hand washes all vehi-
cles and uses no recycled water and offers acid-free washing.
Additional services include optional shield wax, aluminum
brightening and a blow-dry finish as vehicles exit the wash.

By bringing specialized truck-washing services to Hunting-
ton, Rolling Thunder Truck Wash offers local trucking compa-
nies, businesses, farmers and individual vehicle owners a more
convenient way to maintain the appearance and cleanliness of
their vehicles and equipment.

For more information about services, contact Rolling Thun-
der Truck Wash at (260) 530-7119 or visit them on Facebook.
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“Principal for the Day”:
A Great Experience

By Steve Kimmel
I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Superinten-

dent Chuck Brimbury, Huntington North High School Principal
Russ Degitz, Learning Center Principal Tiffanney Drummond
and the Huntington County Community Schools for the honor
of serving as “Principal for the Day” at Huntington North High
School on Thursday, October 15.

After spending time at Huntington North High School and
the Learning Center, I came away with a renewed appreciation
for the quality of education our students are receiving. If you

have ever wondered
whether your children
and grandchildren are
receiving a strong edu-
cation within our school
corporation, I can confi-
dently reassure you that

they are. Our students are benefiting from an outstanding edu-
cational experience that prepares them for future success.

During my visit, we toured classrooms, the planetarium, sci-
ence labs, athletic facilities, and many other areas that show-
case the opportunities available to students.

Everywhere we went, I saw dedicated teachers who were en-
thusiastic about teaching and committed to helping students
learn and grow. Huntington North and the Learning Center of-
fers an impressive variety of programs, resources and educa-
tional opportunities that help students develop the knowledge
and skills they need to succeed beyond high school.

Equally impressive was the attitude of the students. I was
greeted with friendly “hellos” throughout the buildings, and the
students we encountered were consistently polite, respectful
and welcoming. These interactions reflected positively on the
school and the values being encouraged within the buildings.

Most importantly, my time at Huntington North and the
Learning Center gave me confidence that our students are in
good hands. It was clear that the administrators, teachers and
staff take their responsibilities seriously and are genuinely in-
vested in the success of the young people entrusted to their
care. The dedication I witnessed, combined with the educa-
tional opportunities available, reinforced my belief that our
school corporation is working hard to provide students with the
education and support they deserve.

I am truly grateful to Superintendent Brimbury, Principal
Degitz, Principal Drummond, and the Huntington County
Community Schools for welcoming me into their buildings and
allowing me to experience firsthand the outstanding work
being done every day. Thank you for this meaningful opportu-
nity and for your continued commitment to educating and
preparing the next generation of leaders in our community.

Everywhere we went, I saw
dedicated teachers who were
enthusiastic about teaching and
committed to helping students
learn and grow.
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Huntington Bicycle Shop
celebrates six years

The Huntington Bicycle
Shop celebrated its sixth an-
niversary on Thursday, Octo-
ber 22, with a Huntington
County Chamber of Com-
merce After Hours event at 45
Etna Avenue, Suite 100, in
Huntington. Guests enjoyed
refreshments, door prize giveaways, networking and an oppor-
tunity to explore the shop’s selection of bicycles.

Attendees took advantage of anniversary specials, including
up to 35% off select e-bikes and discounts on model closeouts.
The shop features e-bikes from Aventon, Euphree and Velotric,
along with new bicycles from Cannondale, Pure, STS and Sun.
It also offers repair and restoration services for vintage bicy-
cles, including Schwinn, Raleigh, Bianchi and Murray.

Chamber After Hours events bring business professionals
and community members together to build relationships, dis-
cover local businesses and support Huntington County’s busi-
ness community.

The Chamber congratulates Brooks Fetters and the Hunting-
ton Bicycle Shop on six years of continuous service to the peo-
ple of Huntington County and beyond.

For more information on the bicycle shop, contact the Hunt-
ington Bicycle Shop at (260) 224-0232, email info@hunting-
tonbicycleshop.com, visit huntingtonbicycleshop.com, or find
the shop on Facebook.

Shown above is the Huntington Bicycle Shop, located at 45
Etna Avenue, Suite 100. The shop recently celebrated its sixth
anniversary with a ribbon cutting ceremony.
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Dr. Benjamin to present at
breakfast November 4

Dr. Becky Benjamin, Professor
of Psychology at Huntington Uni-
versity, will explore the opportuni-
ties and challenges presented by
artificial intelligence (AI) through
the lens of managing change at
Huntington University.

During the presentation, Dr.
Benjamin will discuss Huntington
University’s ongoing pilot of an in-
stitutional AI product and share
how the university is addressing
both top-down initiatives and bottom-up priorities as it navi-
gates the rapidly evolving landscape of artificial intelligence.

The breakfast will be held on Wednesday, November 4 in the
Habecker Dining Commons from 7:45 to 9 a.m.

The cost to attend the breakfast is $15. First-time attendees
will receive a complimentary breakfast, courtesy of The Hunt-
ington Bicycle Shop.

Dr. Becky Benjamin
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One ticket buys you three
holiday attractions

This holiday season, visitors
and local families can experi-
ence three of Fort Wayne’s
most beloved seasonal attrac-
tions with one convenient dis-
counted ticket. Guests can now
purchase the new Fort Wayne Light Fest Combo Ticket at Fort-
WayneLightFest.org, providing admission to Blue Jacket’s
Fantasy of Lights, Fort Wayne Zoo’s Wild Lights and Parkview
Field’s Holiday Lights event at a special bundled price.

The new package offers exceptional value for families while
making it easier for visitors to experience the magic of Fort
Wayne during the holiday season. The combo ticket is also the
only way to secure “any day” admission for both Fort Wayne
Zoo’s Wild Lights and Parkview Field’s Holiday Lights, pro-
viding maximum flexibility during the busy holiday season.

The Fort Wayne Light Fest Combo Ticket is available for
purchase at FortWayneLightFest.org. so purchase tickets early.
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Visit Us on the Web!

Veteran’s Day Parade
Saturday, November 7, 10 a.m.

Parade begins at Huntington North High School

Chamber Coffee Connections
Wednesday, November 11, 8 a.m.

Habecker Dining Commons, Huntington University

Christmas in the City
Saturday, November 28, 3 to 5:30 p.m.

Downtown Huntington

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
Saturday, November 28, 6 p.m

Rotary Centennial Park

Chamber Holiday After Hours
Thursday, December 3, 4 to 6 p.m.

Merillat Centre for the Arts, Huntington University

Holiday Open House
Friday, December 4, 1 to 5 p.m.

Lake City Bank, 1501 N. Jefferson Street


