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The Exchange, 201 N. Wayne Street,
Warren, was the location of the Huntington
County Chamber of Commerce’s third en-
trepreneurial gathering ‘Meet & Greet.’ The
event was held in partnership with Historic
Warren Main Street on February 26 with
over 40 entrepreneurs and prospective en-
trepreneurs attending.

Steve Kimmel, executive director of the
Chamber, began the evening by welcoming
those in attendance and explaining the En-
trepreneurial Leadership Council under the
direction of the Chamber. Jeff Souder of
Historic Warren Main Street also welcomed
those in attendance to The Exchange build-
ing, which was donated to Warren by the
former PNC Bank. He explained the build-
ing was constructed in 1887, and he and
wife Becky have been instrumental in its
restoration. He thanked the town of Warren,
the Huntington County Commissioners,
Huntington County Chamber of Commerce
and the Huntington County Community
Foundation for their support of the project.

Kimmel said “The goal of the Council is
to grow entrepreneurial wealth, and encour-
age more entrepreneurs to open businesses
or to attract more businesses to open in our
county.” He continued, “New businesses
help to bring growth and development to the
community with the support of residents
and existing businesses; in other words, we
grow the community.” 

Kimmel then introduced John Nieder-
man, director of the Fortitude Fund through
Elevate Northeast Indiana. Niederman ex-
plained the Fortitude Fund and its support
of entrepreneurs, “We have helped 270 en-
trepreneurs with $1,000 grants, and we like
to connect people. There are entrepreneurs
we have helped in the room tonight.” To
learn more or apply visit fortitudefund.com.

The Wagon Wheel and Son-Rise Bakery,
both Warren area businesses, provided the
food for the evening. Created Décor, a War-
ren retail store located at 123 N. Wayne
Street, provided the handmade centerpieces
for the tables. Created Décor features home
décor, gifts and handcrafted items, and is

owned by entrepreneur Candy Smith. Fol-
low Created Décor on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/createddecor or
email at createddecor@gmail.com.

The entrepreneurial ‘Meet & Greet’ fea-
tured two entrepreneurs who spoke about
their businesses. Brady Smekens, co-owner
of Smekens Education Solutions, Inc. along
with wife Kristina, thanked the Chamber for
coming to Warren, and gave kudos to Becky
and Jeff Souder for transforming the space
used for the evening.

Smekens explained that Smekens Educa-
tion Solutions provides services to public
and private schools. He said, “Teachers
need to learn updated strategies to connect
with kids to produce stronger readers and
writers. Schools hire their company and
they share strategies to help teachers imple-
ment what they learn.”

He continued, “We have over fifty books
and professional tools to help teachers do a
better job. We have six consultants hired to
go into elementary schools to implement
our strategies.”

According to Smekens Education Face-
book page, “For more than a dozen years,
they have been helping to boost achieve-
ment in reading and writing by providing
practical and engaging professional devel-

opment for teachers. During that time, they
have worked with hundreds of schools and
thousands of teachers to equip educators
with their practical innovative literacy
strategies.”

Smekens Education Solutions is located
in the former Eckman building at 123 E.
First Street in Warren. Brady and Kristina
were both involved in education as teachers
and in administration when beginning the
business. He explained that the business
began as a corner desk in the Smekens
home, moved to their garage and eventually
to the Eckman building. He is grateful for
the local partners who helped the business,
“We feel blessed to have had the opportu-
nity to be in the right place with the right
people.”

For more information visit smekensedu-
cation.com, see Facebook.com/SmekensEd,
email: info@smekenseducation.com or call
(888) 376-0448.

Krysta Fornal, co-owner of Son-Rise
Bakery along with husband Cory in Warren,
is also grateful for the community support
of their business. Originally from Warren,
Krysta attended college in Indianapolis and
returned to start Son-Rise Bakery on No-
vember 1, 2016. Located now at 114 N.
Wayne Street, Son-Rise Bakery was origi-
nally located at 204 N. Wayne Street  when

(Story Continued on Page 2)

Entrepreneurial ‘Meet and Greet’ in Warren

Krysta Fornal, owner of Son-Rise Bak-
ery, is shown speaking to those in atten-
dance at the ‘Meet & Greet’ about her
business in Warren.

Brady Smekens, co-owner of Smekens
Education Solutions, shares his story with
over 40 in attendance at the February 26
‘Meet & Greet’ held at The Exchange in
Warren.
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(Story Continued From Page 1
Krysta learned that the owners wanted to
sell the business.

Krysta said that she loved to bake and
was interested in beginning a bakery, met
the owners, helped them out for a few
months to see if she wanted to start a bakery
and eventually bought the business. She ex-
plained that she made many changes, used

her own recipes and made a business plan.
She then moved the business and created a
café style atmosphere. She wanted the bak-
ery to be a place “where you could meet
with friends or use a laptop.”

Son-Rise Bakery has a complete line of
breakfast items and serves hot breakfast
items all day. A lite lunch is offered such as
ham/cheese Paninis, grilled cheese and
chicken salad croissants. A cup or bowl of
soup is also offered. Sweet treats include
cinnamon rolls, coffee cake, a variety of
muffins, cookies, cupcakes, pies, scotcha-
roos and assorted candies/treats.

Krysta went on to describe the custom
cakes and cupcakes made to order. Cold
drinks, house coffee, hot chocolate, tea,

chai, expresso specialty drinks (hot or iced)
are also on the menu. Farm fresh beef and
pork and farm fresh eggs are available from
the refrigerated area. Online sales can be
arranged through facebook.com/sonrisebak-
ery or instagram@sonrisebakery. 

Son-Rise Bakery is open Tuesday
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Satur-
day from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. or sell-out.
Phone orders can be made at (260) 375-
4616.

If you are an entrepreneur, aspiring entre-
preneur, own your own business or are
thinking about starting a business consider
attending the next ‘Meet & Greet.’ For more
information contact skimmel@huntington-
chamber.com.

Entrepreneurial ‘Meet and Greet’ continued

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce will hold their annual dinner on
Tuesday, March 19 at the PAL Club, 2099 Riverside Drive. Holmstyle Catering will pro-
vide the buffet-style dinner that will include Bruschetta Style Chicken and Bacon
Wrapped Pork Tenderloin. The Sweetwater All Stars will perform during the evening.

Chamber to hold Annual Dinner
March 19; RSVP by March 11

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce will hold its Annual Dinner on
Tuesday, March 19 at the PAL Club, 2099 Riverside Drive. Social hour will begin at 6
p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m. Deadline to RSVP is Monday, March 11.

As the Chamber celebrates its 100th anniversary of serving Huntington County,
those attending will be treated to dinner prepared by Holmestyle Catering. The dinner
will be buffet-style and will include Bruschetta Style Chicken and Bacon Wrapped
Pork Tenderloin. After dinner the Chamber plans a short program, and then those in
attendance will be entertained by the Sweetwater All Stars.

Guests are asked to dress casually in slacks, dress shirts and sweaters, but no ties.
Tickets for the event are $45 per person which includes dinner and entertainment. A
cash bar will be available for those interested served by the Brick House Grill.

Those interested in attending the annual dinner should email skimmel@huntington-
chamber.com. You may also call the office at (260) 356-5300. Chamber office hours
are Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Shown in the photos above are several
different center pieces created for the ‘Meet
& Greet’ by Candy Smith, owner of Created
Décor in downtown Warren.
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Sunken Gardens, one of
Chamber’s efforts

One of the first ef-
forts of the original
Huntington Chamber
of Commerce included
Sunken Gardens. For-
merly an old stone
quarry which had been
regarded as an eyesore,
the area was trans-
formed into Sunken
Gardens.

Sunken Gardens, lo-
cated at West Park
Drive and Dimond Street, is part of Memorial Park. Sometime
between 1914 and 1920 the Keefer and Bailey Lime, Brick,
Tile and Cement Company abandoned this quarry in Hunting-
ton. The quarry became quite an eyesore until 1923 when the
proposal was made to convert it into a sunken garden.

The City of Huntington acquired the Cold Spring Woods,
surrounding the quarry area, and began the beautification of
the woods, transforming the area into a park. It was dedicated
in 1920 to Huntington’s war dead, naming it Memorial Park. A
group of members
of the Chamber of
Commerce, headed
by E.M. Wasmuth,
acquired the old
stone quarry,
worked toward its
appeal as a sunken
garden and trans-
ferred it to the city
in 1924.

The Chicago
Landscape Company created a plan for the site that trans-
formed it into a naturalistic and informal setting. Fieldstone
staircases were constructed leading down the steep banks into
the quarry, and lagoons were located at the bottom. Plantings,
footbridges and picturesque walk ways were scattered through
the gardens. The 1.5-acre multi-level site included limestone
walls, three different entrances and an automobile-related field-
stone bridge. In November of 1929 Sunken Gardens was fea-
tured in Better Homes and Gardens magazine.

Time and the lack of money caused Sunken Gardens to lose
their luster until the City of Huntington supported a revitaliza-
tion project from 1964 to 1967. Currently Sunken Gardens and
surrounding Shakespeare Gardens feature a Christmas light
display during the winter season that attracts thousands to this
multi-level area. In 2010 a grant provided funds for the restora-
tion of the historic stonework, and Sunken Gardens continues
to be a respected landmark of restored beauty and community
pride. Sunken Gardens/Shakespeare Gardens are cared for by
the Huntington Parks and Recreation Department.

A group of members of the
Chamber of Commerce, headed
by E.M. Wasmuth, acquired the
old stone quarry, worked
toward its appeal as a sunken
garden and transferred it to the
city in 1924.
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Heritage Days sponsor
2024, Heartland REMC

The “Cham-
ber Celebrating
100 Years,” is
the theme of
Huntington’s
60th Heritage
Days, Wednes-
day, June 12
through Sun-
day, June 16.
Heartland
REMC will be
the corporate
sponsor of the
festivities sur-
rounding Her-
itage Days 2024.

The aim of Heartland Rural Electric Membership Corpora-
tion is to make electric energy available to its members at the
lowest cost consistent with sound economy and good manage-
ment. As a not-for-profit electric cooperative, their consumers
are members – they are owned by those they serve. Heartland
REMC, as a cooperative, is responsible first to its members.

Heartland REMC serves parts of nine counties – Wabash,
Wells, Huntington, part of southwest Allen, and fringe areas of
Miami, Kosciusko, Whitley, Grant, and Adams counties. The
cooperative had its beginnings in 1936. The Chamber thanks
Heartland REMC for their sponsorship.

The official button for Heritage Days 2024 commemorates
the Huntington County Chamber of Commerce’s 100 years of
service to the community. The official colors of Heritage Days
2024 are teal and gold.

Heritage Days are coordinated by a steering committee of
the Huntington County Chamber of Commerce. For more in-
formation contact the Chamber at (260) 356-5300 or email
skimmel@huntington-chamber.com

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce has recently
linked its website to all member funeral homes in the county. By
clicking the ‘In Memory’ logo on the front page of the Chamber
website you will be able to read all obituaries from all local mem-
ber funeral homes.

This is a new service provided free by the Chamber to our
member funeral homes, and a service to those interested in stay-
ing informed of obituaries in the area.

Keep up with all of the obituaries and local business news by
bookmarking the Chamber’s website at www.huntington-cham-
ber.com.
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Shown in the photo above are several members of Summit
Pain Management staff and Chamber Ambassadors as they
celebrate with a Huntington County Chamber of Commerce rib-
bon cutting on Wednesday, February 21. Shown on the front
row, middle, and holding scissors is Dr. Jared Coffman and
Jamie McMillen, CEO, Summit Pain Management in red. The
Chamber congratulates Summit Pain Management for making
Huntington home to your newest business venture.

Summit Pain Management
opens in Huntington

Summit Pain Management held an official Huntington
County Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting on Wednesday,
February 21 celebrating their grand opening with their new of-
fice. The new office is located at 2855 Northpark Avenue, Suite
105 & 106. Dr. Jared Coffman is the physician on site.

Summit Pain Management says, “Pain is one of the most fre-
quent complaints encountered by healthcare professionals.
They have found that comprehensive and multidisciplinary
care is the most successful approach to managing acute and
chronic pain. All the healthcare professionals here at Summit
Pain Management are dedicated to providing patients with the
highest quality, focused care available to treat their condition,”
said Jamie McMillen, CEO.

“Pain attacks the human body at every vulnerable target –
muscles, bones and joints. More than one-quarter of Americans
(26%) aged 20 years and over, or an estimated 76.5 million
Americans report having problems that have persisted for more
than 24 hours. This number does not account for acute pain,”
says Summit Pain Management.

According to their website, “Summit Pain Management
takes great pride in listening to the patient and take all the time
necessary to hear about the patient’s problems and concerns re-
lated to their pain. Summit Pain Management then takes all the
information available to create the most comprehensive pro-
gram to control the pain. They work closely with numerous
other specialists such as orthopedic surgeons, physical thera-
pists, psychologists, psychiatrists, and addiction counseling
specialists to get the patient back to a quality life that will
allow them to function as normally as possible.” At Summit
Pain Management, they know, “It’s your life. Your pain. Your
choice.”

Summit Pain Management is located at 2855 Northpark Av-
enue, Suite 105 & 106 in Huntington. You can reach them by
calling (260) 748-3650.
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Shown in the photo, front row, from left, helping to cut the rib-
bon are Terry Miller, Terry Miller Realtor Century 21 Bradley,
and Drew Parrett, Arrow Insurance Group, LLC, and both
Chamber Ambassadors; Brayden and Laly Bradley, owners,
Laly’s Pizzas & Cocktails; Tori Snodderly, Bippus State Bank,
and Chamber Ambassador; Phyllis Renz, Huntington County
Visitor & Convention Bureau; Mayor Richard Strick and Bob
Burnsworth, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group, and Chamber
Ambassador. Back row, from left, Chuck Bradley, father of Bray-
den Bradley, and Steve Godfroy, Official Insurance Solutions,
and Chamber Ambassador. The Chamber congratulates Laly’s
Pizzas & Cocktails for their investment in Huntington.

Laly’s Pizza & Cocktails
holds ribbon cutting

Laly’s Pizza &
Cocktails, 32 W.
Washington Street,
held its official
Chamber of Com-
merce ribbon cut-
ting on Thursday,
February 8. The
business is located
in downtown Hunt-
ington in the completely restored building. Laly’s Pizza &
Cocktails is owned by Brayden and Jonairys Bradley.

The Bradleys have been in the pizza business for almost
three years and own a sister restaurant in Gas City called
Gabriella’s Old Time Pizza. Laly’s (pronounced Lolly’s) spe-
cializes in delicious pizzas and cocktails with an environment
made for photos. They offer take-out, dine-in and reservations.

Their menu offers a variety of pizzas, breadsticks, sand-
wiches, wings, cocktails and much more. The restaurant also
offers photo booths where you can have your photos taken in-
side the restaurant.

According to the owners, “Laly’s has plans to schedule fun
events at the restaurant such as themed trivia nights, seasonal
photo booths and more.” They went on to say, “We would love
to learn more about Huntington, and ways we can show our
love back to the city as the city has shown its love to us.”

Laly’s Pizza & Cocktails can be reached by calling (260)
224-6003 or by visiting their Facebook page here.
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Shown in the photo above celebrating the new opening of
Jimmy’s Barbershop & Shave Parlor are friends, family mem-
bers and Chamber Ambassadors. Jimmy’s Barbershop & Shave
Parlor held an official Huntington County Chamber of Com-
merce ribbon cutting on Friday, February 16 at his new location
at 112 N. Main Street in downtown Roanoke.

Jimmy’s Barbershop &
Shave Parlor opens

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce held a rib-
bon cutting to officially open the new Jimmy’s Barbershop &
Shave Parlor in downtown Roanoke on Friday, February 16.
The new shop is owned and operated by Jimmy Cornett and is
located at 112 N. Main Street, downtown Roanoke.

Jimmy’s Barbershop & Shave Parlor also has a shop located
at 1221 First Street in Huntington.

The Huntington County Coffee Connections, a gathering for
members and non-members, is a popular place to get to know
others working in and around the county. The coffee, conversa-
tions and connections are free and the coffee is sponsored by
Huntington University.

Huntington County Coffee Connections meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at the Habecker Dining Commons
on the campus of Huntington University at 8 a.m. Each person
is given around 60 seconds to introduce themselves, and tell a
little about themselves or their place of business. Afterwards
those attending can visit with others in the room and get to
know each other more intimately by sharing business cards.

The Chamber has helped launch a business from this gather-
ing, assist a couple of individuals find new positions in the
community and connect business owners and managers with
others in the community. This is a great way to promote and
grow your business.

Please be sure to mark your calendars for the first Wednes-
day of each month, and join the Chamber for our Huntington
County Coffee Connections and watch your business grow.
The event is free to anyone wanting to attend and RSVPs are
not required.
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4th annual Historic Warren
Main Street car show

Historic Warren Main Street is bringing a day full of fun to
the Warren community. Cars, music, food, tours, shopping and
giveaways will be a part of the event. Mark your calendars, and
join them at Heritage Pointe of Warren on the beautiful front
lawn, Saturday, May 18, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Car registration will be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Food trucks
from D&D Fish and Tenderloin and JB’s “Cuisine Machine”
will be providing food at the event, and will be set up in the
front parking lot. Also setting up in the front area will be mer-
chandise booths that will provide a shopping experience. Enjoy
music throughout the event. Bring your chairs and enjoy the
day while viewing more than 80 cars and trucks.

Also available will be tours of Heritage Pointe of Warren
villas, town houses, apartments and assisted living apartments.
Golf carts will provide transportation for the tour locations.

Historic Warren Main Street will have raffles and drawings
throughout the day. The committee would like to thank the
event sponsors, Crain Ford, Hy-Line North America, Glancy
Funeral Homes, Mandy Surfus Realtor – Mike Thomas Associ-
ates Realtors and Heritage Pointe of Warren.

If you are interested in a merchandise booth, contact Court-
ney at (740) 398-2543. For additional information or questions
about the car show contact Jeff at (260) 375-6199. All proceeds
will be used for the betterment of the Warren Community. His-
toric Warren Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and a
member of Indiana Main Street.

Hoosier exhibit at museum
is March 4 to April 2

The many creations of Hoosier cartoonists are being high-
lighted with the Indiana Historical Society’s (IHS’s) traveling
exhibit, From Pencils to Pixels: Hoosier Cartoons and Comics.
From March 4 to April 2, the Huntington County Historical So-
ciety will host the exhibit at the museum, located at 315 Court
Street, Huntington.

From Pencils to Pixels explores the adventures of comic
strip characters such as fat-cat Garfield, Brown County savant
Abe Martin, and “Chic” Jackson’s “Roger Bean,” which fea-
tured the lives of a typical Hoosier family.

Drawn from the collections of IHS, the Indiana State Library
and other institutions throughout the state, the exhibit also ex-
amines the life and work of the Indiana artists who have enter-
tained and informed millions of newspaper readers (with
syndication) across the country.

Visitors will learn about “ean of America’s editorial cartoon-
ists,” Evansville’s Karl Kae Knecht; “the first black political
cartoonist,” Henry Jackson Lewis, who worked for the Indi-
anapolis Freeman; Richmond’s Gaar Williams, who earned a
designation as the “James Whitcomb Riley of the pencil,” and
Muncie’s Jim Davis, responsible for bringing Garfield to life.

From Pencils to Pixels is made possible by Kroger. For
more information about this exhibit, call (260) 356-7264 or
visit the Huntington County Historical Museum.
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Visit Us on the Web!

Taste of Roanoke
March 1 to March 10
Downtown Roanoke

Taste of Warren
Saturday, March 2, 7 to 9 p.m.

Dogwood Glen Golf Course, 753 E 900 S, Warren

HC Coffee Connections
Wednesday, March 6, 8 to 9:30 a.m.

Habecker Dining Commons, Huntington University

Chamber Annual Dinner
Tuesday, March 19, 6:30 to 9 p.m.

PAL Club, 2099 Riverside Drive, Huntington

Old-Fashioned Swing Inn
Saturday, April 20, 7 p.m.

Parkview Huntington Family YMCA, 1160 W 500 N

For A Complete Calendar of Events
Visit our website at www.huntington-chamber.com


