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Heritage Days 2025 will celebrate the
people of Huntington, and how they care for
one another with the theme, “A Heritage of
Caring.” The events of Heritage Days will
take place in various locations from
Wednesday, June 11 through Sunday, June
15. Heartland REMC is the official sponsor
of Heritage Days 2025.

When you walk down a Huntington
street, you can count on a smile from the
people you meet. Over the years many in-
dividuals, businesses and organizations
have united the community in caring for one
another to step up and meet the needs of
those in our community.

Poor Jack Amusements opens the festiv-
ities from 5 to 10 p.m. on Wednesday, June
11 for amusement rides and games on
Cherry Street and around the City Building.
The amusements continue each day/evening
through Sunday, June 15. Tickets are $1.50
each or 20 for $25. On Friday purchase a
wristband for $25 and ride all evening. On
Saturday a wristband is $25 to ride all day.
The wristband is $25 on Sunday to ride all
afternoon.

The Huntington County History and Ed-
ucation Center, 315 Court Street, will fea-
ture the Rickert Studio Negative Collection
Wednesday, June 11 to Friday, June 13, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Check out the photos for sen-
ior, wedding or family photos. Donations
are accepted.

The Little Miss & Junior Miss Heritage
Days Pageant will be held at 7 p.m. at
Crestview Middle School on Wednesday,
June 11. Huntington County girls ages five
to 12 are judged for personality, photogen-
ics and modeling. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or from contestants for $5, age
three and under are free.

Thursday, June 12 brings the Heritage
Days 56th Annual Chief of the Flint Springs
Tribe Breakfast at the Historic Forks of the
Wabash, 3011 W. Park Drive. The 2025
Chief of the Flint Springs Tribe will be re-
vealed at the event. Reservations for the $25
breakfast are required by June 4 with the
Chamber of Commerce, (260) 356-5300.

The Huntington Rotary Club will hold
the annual Strawberry Feed at the Hunting-
ton County Fairgrounds from 5 to 7 p.m. on
Thursday evening. The location is 631 E.
Taylor Street in the First Merchants Hall.
Tickets are $6 in advance from First Federal
Savings Bank, Bippus State Bank and First
Source Bank. At the door tickets are $7,
kids five and under eat for free. All you can
eat strawberries, shortcake, ice cream and
whipped cream are served at the family fun
event.

The Huntington Erie Community Band
will perform a concert, also on Thursday
evening, including the Erie Band, Club
Saxes, Jazz Ensemble and the Lime City
Brass. The concert will take place at Rotary
Centennial Park, downtown Huntington, at
7 p.m.

Wise Guys Downtown will feature the
Heritage Days Brat Tent in the parking lot
behind the restaurant, between Washington

and Market Streets. The food and fun will
begin at 4 p.m. on Friday, June 13 and con-
clude at 10 p.m. The Brat Tent will also be
open Saturday, June 14 from 4 to 10 p.m.
Live music is planned both evenings.

The Heritage Days Car, Truck and Bike
Show in downtown Huntington, sponsored
by MetroNet, will be held Friday evening,
June 13 from 5 to 9 p.m. Registration is $10
and is open from 3 to 6:30 p.m. Participants
enter at the intersection of Jefferson and
Park Drive. Awards will take place at 8:30
p.m. Local restaurants will be open. Regis-
tration forms are available at the Chamber
Office, 305 Warren Street, and online at
www.huntington-chamber.com.

Friday evening will also feature the Jun-
ior Achievement (JA) 6th Annual Duck
Race at the Jefferson Street Bridge at 5:15
p.m. The first three ducks to cross the finish
line will win cash prizes: $1,000, $250 and

(Story Continued on Page 2) 

“A Heritage of Caring” celebrated June 11 to 15

Heartland REMC representatives and the steering committee of Heritage Days 2025
gathered for the official sponsorship photo in front of the Huntington City-Township Public
Library on May 13. Heartland REMC is the official sponsor of this year's celebration.
Shown in the front row, from left, are Gary Staley, Heritage Days steering committee;
Rachel Olsen, Jessica Poff, Marie Hammel, Janet Bartrom, Amy Connett, all representing
Heartland REMC; Judy Lee and Rachel Farmer, Heritage Days steering committee. Back
row, from left, includes Eric Fry, Heritage Days steering committee; Angie Garcia, Hunt-
ington County Chamber of Commerce; Heath Pinkerton, Heritage Days steering commit-
tee; Jason Fields, chair, Heritage Days steering committee; Max Kaylor, Charles
Chapman, Craig Lee and Paula Kimmel, all from the Heritage Days steering committee.
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(Story Continued from Page 1)
$100. Advance purchase tickets are avail-
able from any JA board member serving
Huntington County, Bippus State Bank,
Community Link FCU or contact through
Facebook Messenger at JA/Huntington.
Ticket/Duck prices: $5, 1 Duck; $20, 5
Duck Pack; $50, 15 Duck Quack Pack.
Deadline to purchase June 11, 2025.

B-K Root Beer will sponsor the Hot Dog
Eating Contest on Friday at 6 p.m. Pre-reg-
istration is required with the Chamber of
Commerce, 305 Warren Street. The contest
will take place at the corner of Jefferson and
Washington Streets for the first 12 contest-
ants to register. The contestant who eats 12
hot dogs on a bun first will be declared the
winner.

Saturday morning, June 14, The Women
of the Moose will provide the Annual Bis-
cuit and Gravy Breakfast at the Moose
Lodge, 390 Frontage Road. The public is in-
vited to enjoy sausage gravy with biscuits,
potatoes and coffee as part of the cost of the
breakfast. Milk or juice is extra. Full or half
orders are available.

Heritage Days activities continue with
the 61st annual Heritage Days parade that
will take place Saturday, June 14 beginning
at 10 a.m. Huntington’s way of caring can
be carried through on parade entries, and
float building is encouraged to bring our “A
Heritage of Caring” to life! The parade
route begins at the corner of N. Jefferson
and MacGahan Streets, travels south on N.
Jefferson, proceeds straight through the
downtown area ending at Jefferson and
State Streets. Judges and commentators will
be located at Lake City Bank.

A Heritage Days “Bear Hunt” will be
held at the Izaak Walton League, Hauen-
stein Road, on Saturday, June 14 and Sun-
day, June 15, from 1 to 5 p.m. each day. The
event is for families and their children. The
Teddy Bear Hunt features stuffed bears that
will be hidden throughout the club’s
grounds. Families purchase a “hunting li-
cense” for each child “hunting bear” for $5.
Lunch including a hot dog, chips, drink and
goodie bag are part of the cost. There will
also be face painting, bounce house, obsta-
cle course, bear crawl and more! Smokey
the Bear, firefighters and DNR officers will
be present to help kids search. Each child
can take the bear home that they find on the
“Bear Hunt.” A 7’ 7” Teddy Bear will be of-

fered as a door prize. Hunters and sponsors
can register online at www.IzaakWalton-
Huntington.com.

From 3 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, the 20th
Annual Huntington County Disaster Team
Car & Truck show begins at the high
school. Registration is on MacGahan Street
from 2 to 5 p.m. for $15. Dash plaques will
be given for the first 100 registered, and
door prizes will be given out at registration.
Awards will be presented at 8 p.m. DJ Dick
Smart of Smart Productions will provide the
music and announcements.

At the Moose, the 6th Annual Cornhole
for Cancer Tournament will take place at
390 Frontage Road. Registration is open
Saturday from 3:30 to 4 p.m., bags fly at
4:30 p.m. The cost is $20 per team with
100% donated to Cancer Services of Hunt-
ington County. Cash prizes will be awarded
and the event is open to the public. Contact
Mark for information at (260) 224-7817.

An Ice Cream Social begins at 5 p.m. on
Saturday at the high school until supplies
are gone. Sponsored by Parkview Hunting-
ton Hospital and Huntington Sheet Metal,
celebrate Heritage Days with a free scoop
of ice cream.

The Kids Zone takes place from 5 to 8
p.m. at the high school. The activities are
free including pony rides, sponsored by
Novae; bounce houses by Juergens Do-It-
Center, Christian Life Tabernacle and EDF
Renewables. Games will be provided by the
Huntington City-Township Public Library.
Archery Tag and 9 Square will be provided
with Christian Life Tabernacle. Pulling for
Riley – Kiddie Tractor Pull, sponsored by
Beacon Credit Union will also be in the
Kids Zone beginning at 5 p.m. with 4:30
p.m. being the registration time. Awards
will be given for the top three in each class

and there is no fee to enter.
Truitt Law Office will feature a free bi-

cycle helmet giveaway, also in the Kids
Zone, to the first 200 kids to visit the booth.
Participants can also register to win a new
child’s bicycle. Helmets are available while
supplies last. Joy Pleaser Clowns will be on
hand making balloon designs in the Kids
Zone.

The Hot Air Balloon Festival can be en-
joyed from 5 to 10 p.m. at the high school,
and is sponsored by local businesses. DJ
Dick Smart of Smart Productions will an-
nounce the event and provide music. Food
vendors will be on site with a variety of
foods for purchase including hamburgers,
chips and water sold by New Life Fellow-
ship; Cotton candy, sno cones and popcorn
by Christian Life Tabernacle; New Hope
Church will sell hot dogs, nachos and
cheese, pop and water; Ella’s Food Truck
will offer Mexican taco’s; JB’s Cuisine Ma-
chine will sell pretzel crusted pork tender-
loin, chicken and waffle sliders, ahi tuna
tacos, chicken teriyaki wrap and more; 7th
Heaven Creations will provide a variety of
sweets and Coffee d’ Vine will feature an
assortment of smoothies, iced coffees and
more. A Balloon Glow will take place at
dusk. Bring your lawn chairs and have a
great afternoon and evening of fun with
family and friends.

Getting Healthy at the Lake will also
begin at 5 p.m. at the Lake Clare Pavilion.
The event features an obstacle course for
kids up to 18 years old. A paddleboard race
for children 14 to 18 years of age will also
be free to all participants.

JeFFFest will take place on Sunday
evening, June 15, on Franklin Street across
from the Courthouse completing the Her-
itage Days festivities. Sponsored by the La-
Fontaine Arts Council, JeFFFest is free to
attend, and features music by the HNHS
Jazz Band, Erie Jazz Band and more. Food
tickets are sold in $1 increments to be used
for purchasing food. A small canvas silent
auction will be held at the Art Center start-
ing at 5:30 p.m.

The Huntington County Chamber of
Commerce thanks all the sponsors and
everyone who makes Heritage Days possi-
ble! For more information about Heritage
Days 2025, contact the Huntington County
Chamber of Commerce at (260) 356-5300
or visit www.huntington-chamber.com.

“A Heritage of Caring” celebrated continued





Page 4 Huntington County Chamber of Commerce June 2025

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce held an After
Hours and ribbon cutting ceremony at The Huntington Bicycle
Shop on Tuesday, May 6. The event was held to showcase the
bicycle shop’s opening of their new expansion. Shown on the
front row from left, are Lydia Wolfe, granddaughter of the Fet-
ters’; Barb Fetters, Brooks Fetters, owner, The Huntington Bicy-
cle Shop; Jim Lewis, technician, The Huntington Bicycle Shop;
America Carrillo, local artist, designing and painting the mural
showcasing The Huntington Bicycle Shop on the new addition
wall, and Mayor Richard Strick. Back row includes Trent Wolfe,
son-in-law of the Fetters, Kline CPA Group, and Chris Bucher,
technician, The Huntington Bicycle Shop.

HBS holds After Hours
and ribbon cutting

The Huntington County
Chamber of Commerce
held an After Hours and
ribbon cutting ceremony at
The Huntington Bicycle
Shop on Tuesday, May 6.
The event was held to
showcase the newly ex-
panded bicycle shop. The
shop is owned and operated by Brooks Fetters and is located at
45 Etna Avenue, Suite 100, Huntington.

During the event those attending were offered a time to test
ride a bicycle or E-bike and to tour the newly expanded facility.
The bicycle shop held drawings for a new bicycle pump, gift
cards and more. Those attending were also treated to some de-
licious snacks.

The winners of the drawings were Adrian Halverstadt, Fan-
tik portable, rechargeable air pump; Scott Reece, $100 gift
card; Chris Carmien, $75 gift card and Ron Ball, $50 gift card.
Other winners include Mia Halverstadt and Lydia Wolfe, both
winners of a new Aerius bicycle helmet or a $25 gift card.

If you are looking to purchase a new bicycle, E-bike, acces-
sories, need repairs or tune-ups, The Huntington Bicycle Shop
has all you need to get on the road.

For more information about The Huntington Bicycle Shop,
visit their website at huntingtonbicycleshop.com/ or their Face-
book page.





Page 6 Huntington County Chamber of Commerce June 2025

K’s Kuppycakes LLC held an official Huntington County
Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting on May 14 at the new
bakery owned by Kaleigh O’Brien. The bakery is located at 874
Cline Street, Huntington. Shown in the photo cutting the ribbon
on the front row, left to right, are Terry Miller, Terry Miller Realtor
Century 21 Bradley and Chamber Ambassador; Mary Ogle,
mother of Kaleigh; Bonnie O’Brien, grandmother of Kaleigh;
Kaleigh O’Brien, owner, K’s Kuppycakes LLC; daughter, Raelyn
O’Brien; husband, Alec O’Brien and Jack Barlow, Habitat for
Humanity and Chamber Ambassador. Second row, from left, in-
clude Paula Whiting, Lake City Bank and Chamber board of di-
rectors; Steve Godfroy, Official Insurance Solutions and
Chamber Ambassador; Tina Dirig, aunt of Kaleigh and Brittany
Brown, MidWest America Federal Credit Union and Chamber
Ambassador. Back row is Charles Chapman, City Council, 1st
District.

K’s Kuppycakes holds
ribbon cutting May 14

K’s Kuppycakes LLC, held an official Huntington County
Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting on Wednesday, May 14.
The bakery is located at 874 Cline Street, Huntington, and is
owned and operated by Kaleigh O’Brien.

According to Kaleigh, the bakery specializes in cupcakes,
muffins, other baked goods and more. The bakery has been
completely remodeled and painted with tables inside where
customers can relax, visit with friends and enjoy their sweet
treats. K’s Kuppycakes will also offer Hempton Roast Coffee,
one of the finest artisan coffees, that will be brewed fresh daily.
K’s Kuppycakes will also have a drive-up window for those
wanting to pickup their goodies without getting out of their car.
For more information reach them by calling (260) 224-6128.
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Boys & Girls Clubs earns
prestigious award

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Huntington County (BGCHC) is
proud to announce that it has been awarded the Roxanne
Spillett Honor Award for Workforce Readiness from the Boys
& Girls Clubs of America (BGCA). This national recognition
highlights outstanding efforts to prepare youth for successful
futures through innovative career readiness programming.

The Workforce Readiness Award celebrates programs that
help young people build social-emotional skills essential for
the workplace, while also offering exposure to a range of career
opportunities and hands-on learning experiences. BGCHC’s
journey to the award included a rigorous, two-round competi-
tion – first securing a win at the 2024 BGCA Midwest Leader-
ship Conference, followed by a second-round victory through
votes cast by Club CEOs and staff across the Boys & Girls
Clubs nationwide that was announced at the 2025 National
Conference in San Diego, California in May.

“We are incredibly honored to receive the Roxanne Spillett
Honor Award,” said Ashley B. Allen, CEO of BGCHC. “This
recognition speaks volumes about the dedication of our staff
and community partners to empowering youth with the tools
they need for lifelong success.”

BGCHC offers several dynamic programs that guide teens
through career exploration and skill development:

• Tuesdays with Professionals (Ages 13-17): Local employ-
ers visit the Club weekly to provide hands-on instruction and
share insights into their industries.

• Career Exploration with Transfr VR (Ages 13-17): Using
virtual reality headsets, teens explore diverse career paths and
gain practical understanding of various trades and professions
every Thursday.

• Up Next Members, Kids Café, and Tutoring Program
(Ages 13-17): Teens gain real-world experience through work-
ing in the Club kitchen, mentoring younger members, and as-
sisting with literacy and math tutoring.

• Next Steps Program (Ages 17-21): Supporting Club alumni
post-graduation, this virtual program provides consistent
check-ins, mentorship, and resources for youth transitioning to
college or the workforce.

For more information about the Boys & Girls Clubs of Hunt-
ington County and their Workforce Readiness programs, please
contact Desiree Fredrick at desiree@bgchuntington.com.
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Ditch A Way specializes in
excavating and more

Ditch A Way Excavating
is a local excavating com-
pany that is located in Bip-
pus, Indiana, and is owned
and operated by Chandler
Lewis.

Ditch A Way Excavating specializes in excavating, site
preparation, driveway installation, farm demolition, farm
drainage repair, building removal, land clearing, grade work
and installation of lawns in and around Huntington County.

Individuals looking for help with this type of work at your
home or place of business can give Ditch A Way Excavating a
call at (260) 358-7600. The business can also be emailed at
ditchawayexc@gmail.com or learn more by visiting them on
Facebook.

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce welcomes
Ditch A Way Excavating as one of its newest members.
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Summer Family Flicks to
begin summer fun June 4

Lights, Camera, Action! Get ready for 10 weeks of summer
fun with Summer Flicks series 2025! GQT Movies is located at
350 Hauenstein Road and can be reached by calling (260) 358-
0226.

At GQT Movies, they are laying out the red carpet just for
you and yours every Wednesday and Thursday at 10 a.m., run-
ning for 10 consecutive weeks from June through August.
Whether it’s a speedy hedgehog or Spider-Man swinging
across the multiverse, there’s something for everyone.

Seating will be limited, so make sure you plan accordingly,
and purchase your tickets ahead of time. The cost is $2 per per-
son plus an online book fee. For more information and sched-
ule of movies click https://www.gqtmovies.com/summerflicks.

Epic Eats food truck ready
to serve you or business

If you are looking for catering to
your location, organizing an event,
holding a celebration and interested
in a food truck, you might think of
Epic Eats. Epic Eats is a locally
owned business that is able to come
to your factory, business, event or
celebration. The food truck is owned
by Glen and Carolyn Lehman.

Epic Eats specializes in cheeseburgers, smashburgers, sloppy
joe, Angus hot dogs, chili cheese dogs, fries, tots, loaded
fries/tots and pasta salad. You will find them around the com-
munity at different locations throughout the week.

If interested in their services, give Epic Eats a call at (260)
336-8700, or visit them on their Facebook page.

The Huntington County Chamber of Commerce welcomes
Epic Eats as one of its newest members.
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Huntington County
Leadership program
set for 2025-2026

The Huntington
County Purdue Exten-
sion Office is excited
to offer the 2025-2026
Huntington County
Leadership Program.
A local advisory group of community leaders is working to-
gether with Purdue Extension to plan this renewed program
that will help develop the community leadership skills of area
business, non-profit and county leaders.

Purdue Extension’s Community Leadership Program is a
leadership development course for adults who want to make a
difference in their communities. Through this series of interac-
tive modules, participants develop their own leadership capac-
ity and learn about the people, organizations and institutions
that make up their communities and how they can engage in
serving their communities more deeply.

The Leadership Program is comprised of nine sessions that
meet monthly from September 2025 through May of 2026.
Cost is $400 per person – a limited number of scholarships will
be available through the Community Foundation of Huntington
County.

Applications will be open for the 2025-2026 program from
June 2 through July 11. Payment for approved participants will
be due August 15, 2025. Apply at www.huntingtonccf.org/lead-
ership 

Leadership Development Program Dates and Times: Intro-
duction to CLP/Personality Strengths, September 17, 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.; Interpersonal Communication, October 15, 9 a.m. to
12 noon; Team Building, November 12, 9 a.m. to 12 noon; Ed-
ucation and Workforce Development, December 10, 9 a.m. to
12 noon.

The 2026 classes include Economic Development and Qual-
ity of Place, January 14, 9 a.m. to 12 noon; Cultural Aware-
ness/Conflict Management, February 11, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.;
Non-profit Boards, March 11, 9 a.m. to 12 noon; Effective
Meetings, April 8, 9 a.m. to 12 noon and Local
Government/Community Health, May 13, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Program and lunch sponsorships are available. Please con-
tact Matt Ditzler, executive director, Community Foundation of
Huntington County at matt@huntingtonccf.org for details.

Purdue University prohibits discrimination against any
member of the University community on the basis of race, reli-
gion, color, sex, age, national origin or ancestry, genetic infor-
mation, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation,
gender identity and expression, disability, or status as a veteran.

For more information or if you are in need of accommoda-
tions, an interpreter/translator, or have special dietary requests,
to attend this program, please contact Ed Farris, by July 11, at
(260) 358-4826 or email; emfarris@purdue.edu.





305 Warren Street
Huntington, IN  46750

Visit Us on the Web!

Chamber Coffee Connections
Wednesday, June 4, 2025

Habecker Dining Commons, Huntington University, 8 a.m.

Trails, Beer & Wine Festival
Friday, June 6, 6 to 10 p.m.

Huntington County Fairgrounds

Heritage Days
Wednesday, June 11 to Sunday, June 15

Around Huntington

Huntington Fireworks
Friday, July 4, Dusk

Crestview Middle School, Parkview Hospital and
Huntington YMCA campuses

Huntington Farmer’s Market
Wednesday, July 9, 4 to 7 p.m.

Evangelical United Methodist Church, 1000 Flaxmill Road

For A Complete Calendar of Events
Visit our website at www.huntington-chamber.com


