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The Huntington County Chamber of
Commerce celebrated 100 years of service
to the community March 20, 2024. In honor
of this milestone, Heritage Days 2024 will
take place Wednesday, June 12 through
Sunday, June 16, and focus on the contribu-
tions the Chamber has made to the commu-
nity. Heartland REMC is the official
sponsor of Heritage Days 2024.

“Chamber Celebrating 100 Years” is the
theme of Heritage Days. Poor Jack Amuse-
ments opens the festivities from 5 to 10 p.m.
on Wednesday, June 12 for amusement rides
and games on Cherry Street and around the
City Building. The amusements continue
each day/evening through Sunday, June 16.
Tickets are $1.50 each or 20 for $25. On
Friday purchase a wristband for $25 and
ride all evening. On Saturday a wristband is
$25 to ride all day. The wristband is $17 on
Sunday to ride all afternoon.

The Little Miss & Junior Miss Heritage
Days Pageant will be held at 7 p.m. at
Crestview Middle School on Wednesday,
June 12. Huntington County girls ages five
to 12 are judged for personality, photogen-
ics and modeling. Tickets can be purchased
at the door or from contestants for $5, age
three & under are free.

Thursday, June 13 brings the Heritage
Days 55th Annual Chief of the Flint Springs
Tribe Breakfast at the Historic Forks of the
Wabash, 3011 W. Park Drive. The 2024
Chief of the Flint Springs Tribe will be re-
vealed at the event. Reservations for the $25
breakfast are required by June 5 with the
Chamber of Commerce, (260) 356-5300, or
agarcia@huntington-chamber.com.

The Huntington Rotary Club will hold
the annual Strawberry Feed at the Hunting-
ton County Fairgrounds from 5 to 7 p.m. on
Thursday evening. The location is 631 E.
Taylor Street in the First Merchants Hall.
Tickets are $6 in advance from First Federal
Savings Bank, Bippus State Bank and First
Source Bank. At the door tickets are $7,
kids five and under eat for free. All you can
eat strawberries, shortcake, ice cream and
whipped cream are served at the family fun

event.
The Huntington Erie Community Band

will perform a concert, also on Thursday
evening, including the Erie Band, Club
Saxes, Jazz Ensemble and the Lime City
Brass. The concert will take place at Rotary
Centennial Park, downtown Huntington, at
7 p.m.

Wise Guys Downtown will feature the
new Heritage Days Brat Tent in the parking
lot behind the restaurant, between Washing-
ton and Market Streets. The food and fun
will begin at 4 p.m. on Friday, June 14 and
conclude at 10 p.m. The Brat Tent will also
be open Saturday, June 15 from 4 to 10 p.m.
Brats, hot dogs, giant Bavarian pretzels,
German potato salad and more will be on
the Brat Tent menu. Free hot dogs and chips
will be available to all students from the
Huntington County Community School
Corporation. Wise Guys restaurant will
have a limited menu for Heritage Days
weekend. Beer, wine and wine slushies will
be available for purchase to those 21 and
over. The HAT van will run from 8 p.m. to
12 midnight driving people home that need
or want a ride for $10 in the city limits. Pick
up will be on Market Street near the parking
lot. Entertainment will also be under the
Brat Tent. Gunslinger with Jessy Lea Steele
will perform from 8 to 10 p.m. on Friday
evening. Saturday night will feature a DJ.
Those ordering a meal can eat at the Brat
Tent or pickup their food and go. Cash is the

preferred method of payment, although
credit cards will be accepted.

The Heritage Days Car, Truck, Tractor
and Bike Show in downtown Huntington,
sponsored by MetroNet, will be held Friday
evening, June 14 from 5 to 9 p.m. Registra-
tion is $10 and is open from 3 to 6:30 p.m.
Participants enter at the intersection of Jef-
ferson and Park Drive. Awards will take
place at 8:30 p.m. Local restaurants will be
open. Registration forms are available at the
Chamber Office, 40 E. Franklin, and online
at www.huntington-chamber.com.

Friday evening will also feature the Jun-
ior Achievement (JA) 5th Annual Duck
Race at the Jefferson Street Bridge at 5:15
p.m. The first three ducks to cross the finish
line will win cash prizes: $1,000, $250 and
$100. Advance purchase tickets are avail-
able from any JA board Member serving
Huntington County, Bippus State Bank,
Community Link FCU or contact through
Facebook Messenger at JA/Huntington.
Ticket/Duck prices: $5, 1 Duck; $20, 5
Duck Pack; $50, 15 Duck Quack Pack.

Saturday morning, June 15, The Women
of the Moose will provide the Annual Bis-
cuit and Gravy Breakfast at the Moose
Lodge, 390 Frontage Road. The public is in-
vited to enjoy Sausage gravy with biscuits,
potatoes and coffee as part of the cost of the
breakfast. Milk or juice is extra. 

The 60th Annual Heritage Days Parade
will begin at 10 a.m. also on Saturday morn-
ing. The Chamber’s 100-year history can be
carried through on parade entries in the
form of representations of the events that
took place or individuals who have con-
tributed to the success of our community
over the years. Float building is encouraged
to bring the Chamber’s contributions to our
heritage to life! The parade will begin at
Huntington North High School, continue on
to MacGahan Street, turn on Jefferson
Street and follow through the downtown
area. It concludes by turning right at State
Street. The commentator/ judges’ stand will
be located at Lake City Bank.

(Story Continued on Page 2)

Chamber Celebrating 100 Years, Heritage Days
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(Story Continued From Page 1)
The Historical Museum, 315 Court

Street, will offer lunch in the form of Nel-
son’s Chicken following the parade. Tickets
can be purchased from any board member
of by contacting the museum at (260) 356-
7264. A half chicken is $10 with Pit Taters
for $4. The Peacemakers Quilt Club will
host a quilt show also at the Museum Fri-
day, June 14 and Saturday, June 15, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

A festival atmosphere begins at 2 p.m. at
Kriegbaum Field where the Huntington
County Modelers R/C Expo will take place.
Remote control cars, planes and helicopters
will be demonstrated. Exhibition flights by
professional helicopter pilot Shane Reinhart
of Phil’s Hobby Shop, Fort Wayne and club
members will also take place. Bring lawn
chairs and check out the fun until 5 p.m.

From 3 to 7 p.m., the 19th Annual Hunt-
ington County Disaster Team Car & Truck
show begins at the high school. Registration
is on MacGahan Street from 2 to 5 p.m. for
$15. Dash plaques will be given for the first
100 registered, door prizes will be given out
at registration. Awards will be presented at
8 p.m. DJ Dick Smart of Smart Productions
will provide the music and announcements.

At the Moose, the 5th Annual Cornhole
for Cancer Tournament will take place at
390 Frontage Road. Registration is open
from 3:30 to 4 p.m., bags fly at 4:30 p.m.
The cost is $20 per team with 100% donated
to Cancer Services of Huntington County.
Cash prizes will be awarded and the event
is open to the public. Contact Mark for in-
formation at (260) 224-7817.

The Kids Zone takes place from 5 to 8
p.m. also at the high school. The activities
are free including pony rides, sponsored by
Novae Corporation; bounce houses by Juer-
gens Do-It-Center, Christian Life Taberna-
cle, EDF Renewables and Casey’s General
Store. Games will be provided by the Hunt-
ington City-Township Public Library and
Renewal by Andersen. Archery Tag will be
provided with Christian Life Tabernacle.
ProFed is also a sponsor of the Kids Zone.
Pulling for Riley – Kiddie Tractor Pull,
sponsored by Beacon Credit Union will also
be in the Kids Zone beginning at 5 p.m.
with 4:30 being the registration time.
Awards will be given for the top three in
each class and there is no fee to enter.

Parkview Huntington Hospital and Hunt-

ington Sheet Metal will host a free Ice
Cream Social while supplies last. Enjoy a
free scoop of ice cream in the Kids Zone.
Truitt Law Office will hold a free bicycle
helmet giveaway, also in the Kids Zone, to
the first 200 kids to visit the booth. Partici-
pants can also register to win a new bicycle.

The Hot Air Balloon Festival can be en-
joyed from 5 to 10 p.m. and is sponsored by
local businesses. DJ Dick Smart of Smart
Productions will announce the event and
provide music. Food vendors will be on site
with a variety of foods for purchase. A Bal-
loon Glow will take place at dusk. Bring
your lawn chairs and have a great afternoon
and evening of fun with family and friends.

A Heritage Days “Bear Hunt” will be
held at the Izaak Walton League, Hauen-
stein Road, on Sunday, June 16 from 1 to 5
p.m. The event is for families and their chil-
dren. Stuffed bears will be hidden through-
out the club’s grounds. Families purchase a
“hunting license” for each child “hunting
bear” for $5. Lunch including a hot dog,
chips, drink and goodie bag are part of the
cost. There will also be face painting,

bounce house, obstacle course, bear crawl
and more! Smokey the Bear, firefighters
and DNR officers will be present to help
kids search. Each child can take the bear
home that they find on the “Bear Hunt.”

JeFFFest will take place on Sunday
evening, June 16 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Franklin Street across from the Courthouse
completing the Heritage Days festivities.
Bring a lawn chair and listen to the Todd
Harrold Trio. Food tickets will be sold in $1
increments used to purchase food items. A
small canvas silent auction will be held in
the Arts Included Gallery at the Huntington
Arts & Entrepreneurial Center, 32 E.
Franklin Street. The event starts at 5:30 p.m.
on June 16 with early bird bidding starting
on June 15 during Gallery hours (cash/card
accepted for tickets and auction items).

The Huntington County Chamber thanks
all of the sponsors and everyone who makes
Heritage Days possible! For more informa-
tion about Heritage Days activities and the
related forms, see the Chamber of Com-
merce website at, www.huntington-cham-
ber.com, or call the office at 356-5300.

Chamber Celebrating 100 Years continued

Huntington moved in new
directions in the 1960s

Heritage Days began in 1963 under the
direction of a steering committee of the
Huntington County Chamber of Commerce
in conjunction with downtown businesses.
Heritage Days was first organized by the
Huntington County Heritage Days Associa-
tion which had disbanded.

The Chamber learned that Heritage Days
would not continue unless it assumed the
leadership role, and the Heritage Days steer-
ing committee still organizes and oversees
the event each year in June. The first “Chief
of the Flint Springs Tribe,” part of Heritage
Days celebrations, was recognized in 1969.

Huntington Plaza Shopping Center was dedicated May 1, 1963. Its development
was aided by the Chamber. The first store to open was Kroger’s on March 13, 1963
followed by Super X, April 1; Guarantee Auto, April 3; W.T. Grant, April 18 and Juer-
gens Paint and Wallpaper also on April 18.

In 1965 two major projects involved the Chamber. Construction on the Huntington
Dam & Reservoir (now Roush Lake) and the four-lane U.S. 24 bypass began. The
Chamber also sponsored the dedication of the Huntington Dam and Reservoir in 1971.

Housing in Huntington became a focus of the 1960s and the Chamber began the
Annual Parade of Homes, accenting new construction in the county. Housing addi-
tions were created and recognized through the Annual Parade of Homes.
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Genesis Pest Services
to the rescue …

Now that we are in the full
swing of warmer weather, it’s
time for those pesky little annoy-
ances to come out. What we are
speaking of are the ants, spiders,
roaches, ticks, mosquitos and
more. If you are experiencing
any of these annoyances, give
Geoff Horner, owner of Genesis Pest Services, a call.

Horner, a Huntington University graduate, said, “I started
Genesis Pest Services on March 21, 2019 with the goal of
working in a field that I have enjoyed since middle school, and
because I have a desire to help people. I saw people paying for
services they really did not need.”

“Previously I was a youth pastor and felt called to pest con-
trol as a vocation from God. I’ve learned from working for four
years at a large pest control corporation, and now five years on
my own, that I can handle about any situation that comes my
way. If I am not able to do the work, I know people that can,”
explained Horner.

Horner said, “I have always loved bugs and as a middle
schooler, I entered contests at the state level where I competed
in entomology competitions where students were challenged to
name bugs and share information about them. I finished fifth in
the state one year while our team finished second. We were al-
ways in the top ten,” stated Horner.

“We can help alleviate the pests in your home to include
ants, beetles, roaches, spiders, bed bugs and more. I can now
spray for ticks and mosquitos,” according to Horner. Horner
went on to say, “Since I have been studying bugs for most of
my life, I know what to look for when entering homes or busi-
nesses. I can diagnose termite infestation, but will typically
turn this treatment over to another expert I know in the field.”

“As an exterminator, I pride myself as a local resident that is
credible and trustworthy. You will find that I am timely, and if I
am going to be late, clients can expect a phone call from me.
My business is also bonded and insured,” said Horner.

Horner explained, “I do not have contracts with my clients
because I want them to have the flexibility to do what is right
for them.” With that said, “I do offer agreements where I can
service their homes or businesses monthly, quarterly, semi-an-
nually, annually, or in about any increment the client needs. I
will not leave until the job is done correctly.”

“I do residential and commercial properties to include ware-
houses, churches and not-for-profit locations. I’ve recently
picked up warehouses because of the infiltration of roaches.
They seem to be prevalent in the warehouse setting. I am also
fluent in Spanish for those businesses that need someone to
communication with the Spanish population,” said Horner.

Genesis Pest Services is located in Markle and offers free es-
timates. You can reach them by calling (260) 227-0742, email
geoff@genesispestservices.com or by visiting their website at
genesispestservices.com.
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Wise Guys Downtown,
your next destination

Wise Guys Downtown is a
family-friendly establishment
that serves delicious food and
drink in Huntington. The
restaurant is located at 435
Cherry Street and is owned and
operated by Eli Gearhart and
Garin Stephan, where Stephan
serves as the main chef.

Wise Guys Downtown
opened on Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2023. Wise Guys
Downtown today employees roughly 25 people.

“We focus on a family-friendly restaurant environment for
everyone’s dining pleasure,” stated Stephan. “We look forward
to serving all families and would also like to host parties of 25
to 30 individuals,” he said. He went on to explain, “We are
looking to host corporate meetings through the week for busi-
nesses or groups of people that are looking for space to serve
clients, and would like to have a meal included. Our venue is
capable of hosting up to 75 people in the restaurant. We also
have a pet-friendly patio.”

“We specialize in Italian food, but we also have fantastic
wood-fired pizzas that are out of this world. We also prepare
wonderful salads, sandwiches, pastas, pizza rolls, grinders,
wings and more. All sandwiches are served with chips and
homemade pickle spears or you can upgrade to fries or salad
for an additional $2. Amazing desserts are also a specialty. We
are known for our three-layer cake with cheese cake in the cen-
ter layer,” stated Stephan.

According to Stephan, “Wise Guys Downtown has a special
menu every other month where we go ‘unhinged’ and do some-
thing totally different. We will cater events and can host on-site
at the restaurant, or go off-site to another location,” said
Stephan. “If you are wanting a special luncheon or dinner for
corporate functions, please call the restaurant in advance so we
are able to accommodate your needs,” he said.

“We have a fully-functional bar to include 12 different beers
and one root beer on tap. Wise Guys Downtown also have an
extensive bourbon bar for the bourbon connoisseur. We also
carry Italian wines, wine slushies and wine ice cream,” ex-
plained Stephan.

Wise Guys Downtown has a lunch and dinner special each
week. They are only open for lunch on Thursday and Friday
with the exception of times when a business or group of indi-
viduals reserve a time in advance. Dinner is Tuesday through
Saturday, and the restaurant is closed on Sunday and Monday.
Reservations are suggested for Friday and Saturday. Soon to
come to Wise Guys Downtown is their own food truck. Carry-
outs are available, or you can order from Chow Now and your
meal will be delivered by Grub Hub.

For more information on Wise Guys Downtown, call (260)
200-1056, email garin@wiseguysdowntown.com or visit them
on Facebook. You can also visit their website.
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Reust Lawncare &
Landscaping expands

Reust Lawncare & Landscaping, Inc., 2999 Old U.S.-24
East, recently expanded their business. The business is now of-
fering mulch in bulk or by the bag, decorative stone, plants,
trees, bird and hummingbird houses, food, and more. The busi-
ness is owned and operated by Aaron and Stephanie Reust.

Reust Lawncare & Landscaping, Inc., began in 2003 where
Aaron Reust said his business started by mowing lawns, snow
removal or just about anything to get his business jump started.
Now 21 years later, the business has begun to grow again.

Reust said, “We provide services such as mowing, turf/bed
maintenance, landscape design and installation, snow and salt
management are the main services with more add-ons.”

“We are now selling products including: mulch, decorative
landscape stones, screened topsoil and masonry sand which are
all available bulk and bagged. We sell potting soils in a variety
of sizes and customized mixes. We stock trees, shrubs and
perennials, vegetable plants, annual flowers, hanging baskets,
potted or by the flat. Pond chemicals, bird and hummingbird
food and feeders,” said Reust.

“For your yard we sell fertilizers, weed control, grass seeds,
mighty fine straw and straw blankets and drainage materials.
You can drive up and get loaded in either the bulk or bagged
product areas. All products sold at Reust Lawncare & Land-
scaping are locally purchased,” according to Reust. “We can
customize your purchases to your needs. We can usually get
products we don’t stock in 24 to 36 hours,” he said.

Reust Lawncare & Landscaping, Inc. is open Monday to Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The retail area of the business is
open Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and both the business and retail
are closed on Sunday.

Call Reust Lawncare & Landscaping, Inc. at (260) 358-6985
or email at reustlawncare@gmail.com for an estimate. You can
visit them on their website, or Facebook page. The business is
bonded and insured.

Shown in the photo above is the newly expanded Reust
Lawncare & Landscaping business located at 2999 Old U.S.-24
East in Huntington.
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Ward’s Haul & Junk
Removal now serving
Huntington County

Now that Spring is in the air it is
time to clean out your homes,
garages, basements and barns. Once
cleaned out, how do I remove those
unwanted items from your property?
Ward’s Haul & Junk Removal is al-
ways ready and available to lend a
hand.

Ward’s Haul & Junk Removal is
owned and operated by Michael Ward, Huntington.

Ward says, “We can help with all your cleaning and hauling
projects. We are able to assist with home, garage, basement and
apartment cleanouts. We also do HVAC metal recycling, con-
struction debris cleanup and AC removals. We have even done
curbside pickup, light demo, estate cleanouts, hoarder junk re-
moval and more,” said Ward. Those interested in cleaning out
their property and are searching for some help, or just getting
rid of the unwanted stuff that has accumulated over the years,
give Ward’s Haul & Junk Removal a call at (260) 228-1215.
They are located at 88 Home Street, Suite C, and can be
reached by email at wardshaulandjunkremovalllc@gmail.com

Michael Ward, owner, Ward’s Haul & Junk Removal is shown
in the photo above.
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Entrepreneurial ‘Meet
and Greet’ in Markle

Markle Church of
Christ, 455 East Morse
Street, Markle, was the
location of the Hunting-
ton County Chamber of Commerce’s fourth entrepreneurial
gathering ‘Meet & Greet.’ The event introduced two Markle
area businesses that were begun by entrepreneurs in the Markle
area. Nadean’s Cakes/Cookies, Catering, catered the event.

Steve Kimmel welcomed those in attendance and said “The
goal of the Council is to grow entrepreneurial wealth, and en-
courage more entrepreneurs to open businesses or to attract
more businesses to open in our county.” He continued, “New
businesses help to bring growth and development to the com-
munity with the support of residents and existing businesses; in
other words, we grow the community.”

The entrepreneurial ‘Meet & Greet’ featured three entrepre-
neurs who spoke about their businesses. Ron Current, the plant
manager for Sortera Alloys, and Amber and Justin Miller of
BroxonBerry. Both are Markle area startup businesses.

Sortera Alloys brings state-of-the-art artificial intelligence,
image/data analytics and advanced sensors to the industrial
scrap metal recycling and re-use industry.

Current, explained that Sortera is a “technology sandwich,”
and uses a different method of thinking when it comes to recy-
cling. He explained, “This disruptive technology drives new
paradigms by generating new high purity recycled products
through advanced industrial scale sortation methods. This cre-
ates high purity recycled and up-cycled metal feedstocks from
existing scrap streams and enables the domestic supply of met-
als and alloys ready for use in high-quality domestic manufac-
turing, boosting the strength of the circular economy.” He said,
“Sortera’s vision is to enable 100% reuse of metals removed
from end-of-life products for manufacturing of similar prod-
ucts.”

Amber and Justin Miller then spoke about BroxonBerry, a
small 4/10 of an acre farm, where certified naturally grown
produce is farmed, sold and distributed. Amber started Broxon-
Berry in 2016 with the vision on replacing her full-time job that
did not allow time for family.

A wide range of fresh produce is grown for sale at the farm,
at local restaurants, grocery stores and the Farmer’s Market on
Barr Street, Fort Wayne. Leafy green vegetables, carrots, zuc-
chini, pumpkins and more are grown at BroxonBerry. A weekly
box order on the farm and online sales are also available. The
couple supply locals with produce nine months of the year. The
business is CNG Certified.

Amber’s dream quickly grew into a business that became too
large for her to handle by herself, so Justin joined her, leaving
his full-time job.

They say, “What keeps us going is our customer feedback.
The job is not always unicorns and rainbows, but hearing how
what they grow has affected someone in one way or another is
a powerful motivator.”
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Battle of Business
competition callout
will take place June 12

The Parkview Huntington Family
YMCA has announced the dates for
its annual Battle of the Business
Competition. This year’s events will
be held from August 17 to 24. The
Battle of the Businesses is the local
“corporate challenge” organized by
the YMCA and is a fun way for businesses of all sizes to be ac-
tive, build workplace camaraderie and bring our community to-
gether in a friendly competition.

Businesses will form teams and compete against one another
in two different weekends of recreational activities. Activities
being planned include 3 vs. 3 basketball, canoe tug of war,
cornhole, one-mile walk, 3K run, chalk art, euchre, pickleball,
disc golf and more.

There will be a callout meeting for interested businesses to
learn more at the YMCA on Wednesday, June 12 at Noon.
Please RSVP to Jody Alsman at the YMCA at
jody.alsman@huntingtony.org, or call (260) 359-9622 for more
information.

Shown above is a local team battling in the canoe races dur-
ing the Battle of the Business Competition at the Huntington
Family YMCA.















40 E. Franklin  St., Suite 121
Huntington, IN  46750

Visit Us on the Web!

14th Annual Harry Brinkman Regatta
Saturday, June 1, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, June 2, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lake Clare

Trails, Beer & Wine Festival
Friday, June 7, 6 to 10 p.m.

Huntington County Fairgrounds, Hier’s Park

Music in the City
Saturday, June 8, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

UB Block on E. Franklin Street across from the Courthouse

Heritage Days 2024
Wednesday, June 12 to Sunday, June 16

Around Huntington

Markle Summer Sounds
Friday, June 14, 7 to 9 p.m.

Markle Park

For A Complete Calendar of Events
Visit our website at www.huntington-chamber.com


